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WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO GET A SPEED ZONE INSTALLED? 
 

The two most requested traffic controls throughout the country are stop signs and speed limits.  The City of Tulare is no 
exception.  The California Vehicle Code (CVC) is very specific and clear when it comes to speed limits.  City and County 
officials are given the authority to either lower the 55 mph maximum speed limit or raise the 25 mph business and residential 
speed limit if certain conditions are met and if prescribed procedures are followed. 
 
The CVC requires local authorities to base speed limits on Engineering and Traffic Studies and not on arbitrary decisions.  These 
studies are based on the fundamental assumption that most drivers are reasonable, law abiding citizens with a few (about 15%) 
driving too fast.  The studies also consider speed related collisions and roadway conditions that may not be apparent to the driver.  
The speed that the “fast 15%” exceeds is called the critical speed.  In California, the speed limit should be set at the first 5 mph 
increment below the critical speed.  For example, if the “fast 15%” are driving faster than 48 mph, then the speed limit should be 
established at 45 mph.  In situations where roadside conditions may present surprises to motorists, the speed limit can be lowered 
an additional 5 mph.  In our example, such conditions might justify a zone of 40 mph. 
 
Now back to the original question... “What does it take to get a speed zone installed?”  After receiving a request for a speed zone, 
City Engineering staff completes the required Engineering and Traffic Study. The study includes:  

• A review of all speed related collisions for a three-year period. 
• The measurement of existing speeds with a radar meter, using an unmarked vehicle. 
• Calculating the critical speed (also called the 85th percentile speed). 
• A survey of the roadway and roadside conditions. 

 
If the City agrees that a speed zone is justified, a recommendation is presented to the City Council.  Should the Council approve 
the zone, signs are posted and enforcement can begin.  Where local speed limits are to be enforced by radar or other electronic 
devices (such as laser meters), the studies must be no more than five years old. 
 

Information used is taken from the Southern California Section of I.T.E.’s “TRAFFIC INFORMATION PROGRAM SERIES” 
 

A special note about maximum speed limits: UNLESS POSTED OTHERWISE, THE MAXIMUM SPEED LIMITS ARE: 
• Residential and Business Districts – 25 mph 
• 2-Lane roads - 55 mph. 
• Multilane roads - 65 mph. 
• Certain freeways - 70 mph. 

In any case, adjust your speed to current conditions. 
 

 

 

 “TIP”: Transportation Information Program 
 

City of Tulare 
Engineering Division 

411 E. Kern Ave., Tulare, CA. 93274 
Telephone: (559) 684-4207 

Fax:  (559) 685-5631 
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